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The    Palace 


Dwaync  W.  Pickett 


Archaeolofilist 
Dwayne  W. 
Pickett  jciined 
the  staff  of  Tryon 
Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gatdens 
in  April  as  the 
new  head  of  its 
Museum  Services 
branch. 

Pickett  earned  a 
master's  degree  in 
archaeology  at  the 
College  of 
William  and  Mary 
in  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  and  an 
undergraduate 
degree  at  the 
University  ot 
Maryland  in  College  Park.  Before  com- 
ing to  Tryon  Palace,  he  had  done 
archaeological  work  in  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

Pickett  lives  in  Raleigh  with  his 
wife,  Susan,  a  psychologist,  anci  their 
two  cats.  He  replaces  Patricia 
Samford,  who  left  the  Tryon  Palace 
staff  in  February  to  become  manager  of 
Historic  Bath  and  chief 
of  the  Northeast  Section 
of  the  Division  of  North 
Carolina  Historic  Sites. 

Also  new  to  the  Tryon 
Palace  staff  is  Controller 
Susan  L.  Flowers,  an 
accountant  wht)  previ- 
ously worked  for 
McGladrey  &  Pullen, 
LLP,  in  New  Bern. 
Flowers  holds  graduate 
and  undergraduate 
degrees  in  accounting 
from  East  Carolina 
University  in  Greenville. 

Flowers  and  her  hus- 
band, Lee,  live  in  New 
Bern  with  their  two  sons, 
Lucas,  9,  and  Trent,  8,  as 
well  as  a  boxer  named 
Ham  and  what  she  describes  as  an 


ever-changing  array  of  needy  wild  ani- 
mals. Flowers  is  both  state  and  nation- 
ally licensed  as  a  wildlife  rehabilitator. 

At  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens,  she  replaces  Patti  Habit, 
who  recently  resigned. 

Janet  Loader  also  joined  the  staff  at 
North  Carolina's  first  capitol  in  April  as 
a  gardener  after  a  long  tenure  as  volun- 
teer in  the  gardens.  Loader,  who  lives  in 
New  Bern,  brings  two  decades  of  land- 
scape experience  to  the  gardens  staff. 

And  the  Tryon  Palace  Commission, 
the  body  that  oversees  Tryon  Palace 
Historic  Sites  &  Gardens,  recently 
welcomed  two  new  members  who 
were  appointed  to  the  board  by  Gov. 
Easley: 

William  C.  Cannon  Jr.  of  Concord 
joined  the  C'ommissic^in  in  October. 
Cannon,  a  Wake  Forest  University 
graduate,  alsci  serves  as  a  director  of 
the  Cannon  Foundation,  the  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  of  Cabarrus  County,  First 
Union  Bank  and  the  North  Carolina 
Veterinary  Medical  Foundatitin.  He 
and  his  wife,  Ann,  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Leslie,  22,  and  Will,  20. 
Thomas  L.  Norris  Jr.,  a  lawyer 

with  the  firm  of 
Pt>yner  &  Spruill, 
LLP  in  Raleigh, 
was  appointed  to 
the  Commission 
in  March.  Norris, 
who  earned  his 
law  degree  with 
honors  at  the 
University  of 
North  Carolina  in 
Chapel  Hill,  has 
also  served  as  a 
director  of  the 
UNC  School  of 
Nursing 

Foundation,  the 
Wake  C'ounty 
Historical 
Society,  and  the 
Triangle  Chapter 
of  the  English  Speaking  Union.  ♦ 
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On  the  Cover 

An  "open"  sign  hangs  outside 
the  New  Bern  Academy  once 
more,  thanks  to  an  all- 
volunteer  staff  that  enabled 
the  museum  to  welcome 
visitors  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  a  year.   Story  on 
Page  4. 
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Ms.  Versatility 


WHAT'S  NEXT  FOR  A  STAFF  MEMBER  WHO  ALWAYS  SEEMS  TO  BE  DOING  SOMETHING  NEW? 


B}!  Carl  Herko 

Over  the  four  years  she's  worked 
at  Tryon  Palace  Fiistoric  Site's 
&  Gardens,  Sharon  C.  Bryant 
has  taken  on  a  broad  range  of  tasks  that 
vary  from  running  everyday  errands  to 
running  the 


ing  backup  support  for  the  group  sales 
and  Council  of  Friends  staff-  and  "out- 
side" projects  that  are  significantly 
strengthening  Tryon  Palace's  ties  with 
folks  who  live  outside  the  Palace  gates. 
"Sharon  is  an  invaluable  member  of 


annual  Jonkonnu 
celebration. 

Not  bad  for 
someone  who  was 
New  Bern-bom 
and  grew  up  in 
Tryon  Palace's 
shadow,  so  to 
speak,  yet  never 
dreamed  that  one 
day  she  might  be 
an  integral  part  of 
happenings  at  the 
big  and  famous 
mansion  down 
the  street. 

"I've  lived  all 
my  life  in  New 
Bern,"  Bryant 
says,  "but  my 
only  recollection 

of  Tryon  Palace  growing  up  was  when  I 
came  here  with  my  class  for  a  tour, 
probably  in  the  fifth  grade  and  in  the 
eighth  grade.  That's  it.  1  never  thought 
1  would  ever  work  here." 

That  all  changed  in  1999,  when 
Bryant  got  a  job  as  an  office  assistant, 
first  in  the  administrative  offices  at  the 
Commission  House  and  then,  a  few 
months  later,  in  the  museum's  Public 
Services  office. 

Her  job  took  on  a  decidedly  higher 
profile  in  July  2002,  though,  when  the 
historian  in  charge  of  the  museum's 
African  American  Research  Project  left 
Tryon  Palace  and  Bryant  was  asked  to 
take  on  additional  duties  as  the  liaison 
to  New  Bern's  African  American  com- 
munity. These  days  her  time  is  divided 
between  her  "inside"  role  -  like  provid- 


Sharon  Bryant  can  be  found  in  anything  from  an  office  setting  to  a 


the  Tryon  Palace  team,"  says  Nancy 
Mansfield,  head  of  Public  Services  and 
one  of  Bryant's  supervisors.   "She's  hon- 
est and  smart  and  hardworking,  keeps 
her  eyes  on  the  prize,  and  moves  us  all 
ahead.  Regardless  ot  what's  happening, 
she  can  always  make  us  laugh  -  at  the 
world  and  ourselves.  That's  a  gift." 

Among  her  high-profile  "outside" 
responsibilities  are  important  tasks  like 
collecting  oral  histories  of  retired 
schoolteachers  who  taught  in  eastern 
North  Carolina  before  its  schools  were 
integrated.  The  intention  is  to  publish 
the  histories  in  a  book. 

"The  African  American  community 
is  right  here,  and  all  this  African  Amer- 
ican history  here  needs  to  be  told," 
Bryant  says  of  that  project. 

Then  there's  Jonkonnu,  the  19th  cen- 


tury African  American  Christmas  cele- 
bration, re-enacted  each  December  as 
part  of  Tryon  Palace's  holiday  festivities. 
Bryant  acts  as  the  celebration's  producer 

-  finding  performers,  scheduling 
rehearsals  and  doing  the  million  and 

one  other  things 
needed  to  make 
sure  the  show 
goes  off  without 
a  hitch. 

"Simon 
Spalding  (Tryon 
Palace's  living 
history  programs 
manager)  did  the 
research  work  on 
it,  but  it  needed 
African 
Americans  to 
actually  pull  it 
off,  to  get  it  start- 
ed," Bryant 
explains. 

"This  past 
Christmas  1 
called  people  to 
see  if  1  could  get 
them  involved  in  Jonkonnu,  went  out 
and  talked  with  people  and  told  them 
what  Jonkonnu  is  really  about.  1  acted 
as  organizer,  making  sure  we  had 
enough  people  and  enough  costumes." 
Bryant  even  did  television  interviews 

-  for  the  first  time  in  her  lite  -  to  pro- 
mote the  event  and  then,  on  the  nights 
oi  the  Jonkonnu  parade,  put  on  a  19th 
century  costume  and  joined  the  cast  of 
dancers  herself. 

All  in  a  day's  work,  apparently.  But 
with  a  range  of  talents  like  that,  one  is 
tempted  to  wonder  just  what  -  if  any- 
thing -  Bryant  can't  accomplish. 

Bryant  herself  is  typically  self-effacing 
when  it  comes  to  questions  like  that. 

"I'm  always  just  trying  to  keep  busy," 
she  says.  "1  don't  know  where  1  get  the 
energy  sometimes."    ♦ 


ntury  jonkonnu  parade. 
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Back  in  Business 

THE  NEW  BERN  ACADEMY  FINDS  NEW  LIEE  THANKS  TO  A  DEDICATED  GROUP  OF  VOLUNTEERS 


.H 


In  its  kmg  history, 
the  New  Bern 
Academy  has  seen 
life  as  a  school, 
a  hospital,  and 
a  museum . 


B}"  Carl  Herko 

The  old  New  Bern  Academy 
building  sure  has  seen  a  lot  of 
rebirths  in  its  long  history,  from 
the  time  it  was  built  in  1809  to  replace 
an  earlier  school  that  had  burned,  to 
the  time  it  became  a  military  hospital 
during  the  Civil  War,  to  the  period 
almost  a  century  in  length,  from  1881 
to  1971,  when  it  was  part  of  New 
Bern's  public  school  system.  But  none 
of  those  rebirths  could  have  been  more 
welcome  than  the  one  that  took  place 
on  May  3,  2003,  when  the  New  Bern 
Academy  Museum  reopened  to  the 
public  after  being  shuttered  for  more 
than  a  year  because  of  budget  cuts. 

Its  reopening  on  that  warm  spring 
Saturday  gave  the  public  a  chance  to 
once  again  enjoy  and  learn  from  its 
fine  exhibits  on  New  Bern's  earliest 
history,  the  city's  role  in  the  civil  war, 
early  education  and  architectural  his- 
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tory.  But  it  also  signaled  a  significant 
step  forward  for  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens,  which  operates  the 
Academy  Museum:  For  the  first  time 
in  its  long  history,  a  significant  part  of 
the  Palace  museum  complex  was  being 
run  entirely  by  volunteers. 

The  ribbon-cutting  ceremony  to 
reopen  the  museum  was  a  gala  affair, 
complete  with  a  rifle  salute  by  a  com- 
pany of  Civil  War  re-enactors  who  had 
encamped  on  the  Academy  Green  for 
the  day  and  the  re -appearance  of  a 
special  guest  from  the  pages  of  history: 
Alonzo  Attmore,  the  Academy's  first 
head  master  (portrayed  by  Brinson 


Memorial  Elementary  School 
Assistant  Principal  David  Webb).  New 
Bern  Mayor  Tom  A.  Bayliss  111,  who 
spent  four  of  his  own  elementary 
school  years  as  a  pupil  at  the 
Academy,  helped  cut  the  ribbon  — 
and  reminisced  about  his  personal  ties 
to  the  building. 

"My  family  on  both  sides  going  back 
five  generations  attended  school  here," 
Bayliss  told  the  opening-day  crowd.  "I 
really  appreciate  the  folks  who  have 
moved  here  and  helped  us  preserve 
these  architectural  treasures." 

The  effort  to  reopen  the  Academy 
Museum  got  rolling  on  Feb.  3, 
after  its  doors  had  been  locked  for 
nearly  a  year,  when  Tryon  Palace 
Volunteer  Coordinator  Fran  Campbell 
organized  a  community  meeting  to  see 
whether  enough  citizens  in  the  com- 
munity might  be  ready,  willing,  and 
able  to  make  the  personal  commit- 
ment of  their  time  to  perinit  the 
reopening  of  the  museum  with  an  all- 
volunteer  staff.  Since  the  state  budget 
crises  that  had  forced  the  museum  to 
close  in  March  2002  was  still  a  prob- 
lem, the  volunteer  staff  was  Tryon 
Palace's  only  viable  option  for  bringing 
the  museum  back  on  line. 

John  K.  Muth,  a  recent  retiree  who 
had  arrived  in  New  Bern  only  last  July 
from  New  York  State,  was  one  of  the 
citizens  who  attended  that  first  meet- 
ing in  February  and,  apparently,  fell  for 
Campbell's  powers  of  persuasion. 
Today  he  serves  as  chairman  of  the 
New  Bern  Academy  Volunteer 
Committee. 


Calling  All  Alumni 

The  volunteers  who  run  the  New  Bern  Academy  Museum  want  to 
hear  from  alumni  -  both  teachers  and  students  -  from  the  years 
when  the  Academy  operated  as  a  school  until  1971.  Their  hope  is  to  be 
able  to  organize  a  reunion  of  former  pupils  and  teachers  sometime  in 
the  fall  of  2003.  Alumni  interested  in  hearing  more  about  the  reunion 
or  becoming  involved  in  its  planning  should  contact  the  Academy  by 
phone  at  (252)  514-4951  or  by  email  at  info@tryonpalace.org. 


"When  I  first  came  down  here  I  was 
looking  to  volunteer  and  became  a 
group  leader  at  the  Palace.  I  went 
through  the  Academy  when  it  was 
opened  once  for  a  special  Civil  War 
tour,  and  I  thought,  'Gosh,  what  a 
great  building,  but  it's  never  open.'  So 
when  I  saw  the  notice  about  the  need 
for  volunteers  to  reopen  the  Academy, 
I  went  to  the  meeting." 

Muth  is  proud  of  what  the  volunteers 
have  accomplished  in  a  few  months. 

"It's  pretty  good:  We've  gone  from 
talking  about  it  on  Feb.  3  to  opening 
on  May  3,"  he  says.  "Now  there  are  a 
lot  of  next  steps.  Jim  Ross  [a  retired 
corporate  marketing  executive  who 
also  serves  as  a  volunteer]  completed  a 
marketing  plan  for  the  Academy. 
We're  talking  about  forming  commit- 
tees that  will  be  in  charge  of  landscap- 
ing, publicity,  community  outreach, 
and  other  things  that  need  doing. 

"We  need  to  get  more  volunteers 
immersed  in  this  now  because  it's  ours. 
The  volunteers  think  we  own  this 
place.  This  is  ours,  and  we  want  to 
make  it  work." 

Thus  far,  Campbell  has  recruited 
more  than  three        ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
dozen  volunteers 
willing  to  staff  the 
Academy  for  the 
six  afternoons  each 
week  it  is  open  to 
the  public. 
(Opening  hours  are 
1  to  4:30  p.m. 
Monday  through 
Saturday.)  Needless 
to  say,  she's  always 
on  the  lookout  for 
additional  recruits. 

"I  don't  think  we 
can  ever  have  too 
many,"  Campbell 

says.  "Sixty  would  be  a  nice  cushion. 
But  we're  on  the  right  track.  It's  just  a 
matter  of  asking." 

What's  unique  about  this  effort, 
Muth  says,  is  that  volunteers  aren't 


A  festive  ribbon-cutting  ceremony  on  May  3  marked  the  reopening  of  the  Acadeiny  after 
its  doors  were  bcked  for  more  than  a  year. 


merely  a  small  part  of  the  operation 
that  makes  the  New  Bern  Academy 
function.  They  are  the  operation. 
"Normally  when  you  volunteer, 
you're  told  you're  going  to  do  this  or 
that,"  he  says.  "But  here,  we're  going 
to  do  everything.  If  somebody  is  inter- 
ested in  marketing,  we  can  have  them 
work  on  marketing.  If  somebody  likes 
landscaping,  they  can  do  landscaping. 
And  if  it  gets  done,  it's  going  to  be 
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E  NEED  TO  GET  MORE 
VOLUNTEERS  IMMERSED  IN 


THIS  NOW  BECAUSE  IT  S  OURS. 
The  VOLUNTEERS  THINK  WE  OWN 

THIS  PLACE.  This  is  ours,  and 

WE  WANT  TO  MAKE  IT  WORK. 

-John  K.  Muth 


because  of  our  efforts." 

Campbell,  who  has  spent  a  lengthy 
career  recruiting  and  managing  volun- 
teers for  non-profit  organizations,  sees 
something  even  more  significant  hap- 


pening here  than  the  reopening  of  an 
important  museum. 

"I  sense  that  this  effort  is  a  grt)und- 
breaker  tor  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites 
&  Gardens,  to  have  a  vt)lunteer  group 
take  on  a  sense  of  ownership  for  some- 
thing that  is  so  valuable  to  the  total 
complex,"  Campbell  says.  "It  opens 
the  channel  for  greater  involvement  of 
volunteer  leadership  at  all  levels. 
That's  one  of  the  things  that  will  make 
us  grow.  It  could  change  the  entire 
perception  of  Tryon  Palace  by  the 
community  as  well  as  internally.  It  has 
great,  great  potential." 

As  for  the  volunteers  themselves, 
talk  to  them  and  you  get  a  sense  that 
they  get  at  least  as  much  out  of  their 
volunteer  efforts  as  the  museum  does. 

Volunteer  guide  Terry  Startsman  has 
this  to  say  on  only  his  second  day  on 
the  job:  "I  live  downtown,  about  three 
blocks  from  here,  and  I  just  think  this 
is  a  neat  part  of  New  Bern.  It  repre- 
sents the  heart  and  soul  of  New  Bern, 
and  1  just  th(.)ught  it  ought  to  be  kept 
open.  I  enjoy  coming  down  here  and 
learning  more  and  more  about  the  his- 
tory of  New  Bern." 

Another  guide.  Bob  Moore,  said  he 
decided  to  volunteer  because  his  wife 
already  had  been  volunteering  at  the 
See  Back  in  Business  on  Page  8 
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Movie 


The  Music  Man 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Confidence  man  Harold  Hill  arrives  at 
staid  River  City  intending  to  cheat  the 
community  with  his  standard  scam  of 
offering  to  equip  and  train  a  boy's  march- 
ing hand,  then  skip  town  with  the  money 
since  he  has  no  music  skill  anyway. 
Things  go  awry  when  he  falls  for  a  librari- 
an he  tries  to  divert  from  exposing  him 
while  he  inadvertently  enriches  the  town 
with  a  love  of  music. 


Julys 

Kids'  Flicks 

United  States  Flag  & 
U.S.  Songs  and  Poems 

Thursday,  3  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Step  in  from  the  heat  and  learn  about  the 
history  behind  many  of  our  patriotic  tradi- 
tions. Featured  topics  include  the  stories 
behind  "The  Star-Spangled  Banner," 
"Yankee  Doodle , "  and  the  American  Flag 
itself.  These  25-minute  films  are  appro- 
priate for  Grades  K-4. 


July  4 

Holiday 

Independence  Day 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
is  open  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Grounds  are 
open  to  the  public  free  of  charge. 
Buildings  are  open  free  of  charge  to 
active-duty  military  personnel  and 
their  families. 


July  7-11 

Day  Camp 

Camp  Yesteryear 

Daily,  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Cost  is  $40  per 
student;  enrollment  is  limited  to  25 
students.  Call  Craven  County 
Recreation  &  Parks,  (252)  636-6606, 
to  register. 

Camp  Yesteryear  is  a  weekhng  day  camp 
that  allows  children  entering  Grades  4 
and  5  to  explore  Colonial  Life.  Students 
will  learn  about  hearth  cooking,  fiber 
crafts ,  Colonial  games ,  archaeological 
exploration,  and  natural  history. 


July  10 

Kids'  Flicks 

Colonial  Life  for  Children  -  Plimoth 
Plantation  &  Jamestown 

Thursday,  3  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

These  films  teach  students  about  early 
European  settlement  in  North  America. 
Engaging  with  correlations  to  modern-day 
technology,  these  23 -minute  videos  are 
great  for  Grades  3-7 


July  17 

Kids'  Flicks 

Follow  the  Drinking  Gourd 
&  Harriet  Tubman 

Thursday,  3  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

"Follow  the  Drinking  Gourd"  is  an  ani- 
mated video  telling  the  story  of  the 
Uryierground  Railroad.  "Harriet 
Tubman"  allows  students  to  meet  the 
woman  who  led  many  slaves  to  freedom 
between  1849  and  I860.  This  film  is 
great  for  children  in  Grades  K  through  4  ■ 


July  24 

Kids'  Flicks 

The  Runaway 

Thursday,  3  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

A  more  advanced  film  for  middle  school 
students,  this  dramatic  presentation  is 
based  on  a  court  case  in  18th-century 
Virginia.  This  video  covers  many  race 
issues,  including  slavery ,  race  relations, 
religion,  government,  and  justice.  It  con- 
tains one  scene  with  violence. 


July  24 


Movie 

Tobacco  Money  Feeds  My  Family 

Thursday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

Tryon  Palace  presents  a  special  screening 
of  a  new  feature-length  documentary  by 
North  Carolina  filmmakers  Cynthia  Hill 
and  Curtis  Gaston.  The  film  explores  the 
human  side  of  the  state's  most  controver- 
sial crop  as  it  examines  how  growers , 
farm  workers  and  tobacco-dependent 
communities  are  struggling  with  the 
decline  in  domestic  tobacco  production. 


July  31 

Kids'  Flicks 

Colonial  Clothing 

Thursday,  3  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free. 

This  J  7 -minute  film  contains  a  basic 
overview  of  Colonial  clothing  for  men, 
women,  and  children.  A  good  teaching 
tool  for  people  of  all  ages .  The  film  will  be 
followed  by  a  chance  for  children  to  touch 
and  try  on  some  examples  of  reproduction 
Colonial  clothing. 
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Movie 


The  Age  of  Innocence 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Society  scion  Newland  Archer  is  engaged 
to  May  Welland,  but  his  well-ordered  life 
is  upset  when  he  meets  May's  unconven- 
tional cousin,  the  Countess  Olenska. 
Based  on  the  novel  b^i  Edith  Wharton,  the 
movie  offers  a  look  into  the  restrictive  high 
society  ofkite-19th  century  New  York. 


August  23 


Saturday  Sampler 

African  Games  Workshop 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  12  p.m..  Meet  in 
the  Visitor  Center,  $4;  free  for  Tryon 
Palace  ticketholders  and  members  of 
the  Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 
Space  is  limited  and  pre-registration  is 
required;  please  call  514-4935  to 
reserve  a  spot. 

School-age  children  and  their  parents  can 
join  Living  History  Programs  Manager 
Simon  Spalding  for  two  games  of  skill  that 
may  have  been  brought  to  the  New  World 
by  enslaved  Africans.  Achi  is  a  children's 
game  resembling  Tic-Tac-Toe .   Vote ,  a 
Senegalese  strategy  game ,  resembles 
Checkers . 


ehkmhek 

Sf  ptember  1 

Holiday 

Labor  Day 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &.  Gardens 
is  open  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


Movie 

The  Grapes  of  Wrath 

Tuesday,  7  p.m.  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  Free.  Sponsored  by  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Oklahoma  in  the  J  930s  is  a  dustbowl, 
and  dispossessed  farmers  migrate  west- 
ward. After  losing  their  farm  by  fore- 
closure ,  the  Joad  family  heads  to 
California  and,  hopefully,  a  new  life. 
Based  on  the  acclaimed  John  Steinbeck 
novel. 


September  13 

Garden  Lecture 

North  Carolina  Wildflowers 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  in  the  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

]oin  guest  lecturer  Dot  Wilbur-Brooks  of 
the  North  Carolina  Botanical  Gardens  as 
she  shines  the  spotlight  on  some  of 
nature's  most  often  overlooked  little  gems. 


September  21 

Walking  Tour 

African  American  Walking  Tour  of 
Downtown  New  Bern 

Sunday,  2  p.m.,  Meet  in  the  Visitor 
Center.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  tick- 
etholders and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Our  popular  Sunday  afternoon  tour 
returns  for  the  fall  season.  Learn  about 
200  years  of  African  American  history  on 
a  walking  tour  of  New  Bern's  historic  dis- 
trict. The  tour  lasts  approximately  90 
minutes  and  covers  1 6  blocks . 


September  27 

Children's  Workshop 
Dig  It! 

Saturday,  10  a.m. 

Meet  at  the  Visitor  Center.  $8  per 
child;  limited  to  15  participants;  call 
(252)  514-4935  for  reservations. 

Students  will  learn  how  archaeologists  find 
out  about  the  past  by  participating  in  a 
simulated  archaeological  excavation. 
A  three-hour  program  for  children 
ages  9-12. 


September  27 

Concert 

The  Ebony  Muse 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  in  the  Visitor  Center 
Auditorium.  $4;  free  for  Tryon  Palace 
ticketholders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 

Living  History  Programs  Manager  Simon 
Spalding  performs  1 9th-century  African 
American  music  and  poetry  from  North 
Carolina.  The  program  includes  spiritual 
and  maritime  songs ,  banjo  tunes ,  and 
verse  by  enslaved  poet  Moses  David 
Horton. 
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Tryon  Palace  Needs  a  Few  Good  Volunteers  Who  Want  to  Join  the  Fun 


As  the  cover  story  in  this  issue 
of  The  Palace  shows,  volun- 
teers are  accomplishing  great 
things  these  days  at  North  Carolina's 
First  Capitol.  In  an  era  of  tight  budg- 
ets, in  fact,  it's  safe  to  say  that  much  of 
what  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  does  to  serve  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  simply  wouldn't  get 
done  were  it  not  for  the  growing  -  and 
much  needed  -  presence  of  the 
Palace's  many  volunteers. 

If  you've  got  a  little  extra  time  on 
your  hands  and  a  strong  desire  to  be  of 
service  to  others  -  and  to  have  some 
fun  while  doing  so  -  Tryon  Palace 
Volunteer  Coordinator  Fran  Campbell 


just  might  have  the  ideal  volunteer 
project  for  you.  Here  are  some  of  the 
volunteer  projects  for  which  Campbell 
is  currently  recruiting  new  members. 
Mailroom  helpers 

We  need  a  team  of  four  to  six  volun- 
teers who  will  be  responsible  for  label- 
ing copies  of  The  Palace  magazine  four 
times  each  year  in  preparation  for 
mailing.  The  project  requires  about 
three  hours  of  time  every  three  months. 
Name-tag  makers 

Two  to  four  volunteers  are  needed  to 
help  make  the  name  tags  we  use  to 
identify  our  growing  corps  of  volun- 
teers. Staff  members  will  train  the  vol- 
unteers and  provide  the  equipment. 


Volunteer  chairperson 

We're  also  looking  for  someone  to 
assist  the  staff  volunteer  coordinator 
with  personnel  and  administrative 
projects. 

Campbell  reports  that  she  is  also 
recruiting  additional  volunteers  on  an 
ongoing  basis  to  be  crafts  assistants, 
group  leaders,  data-entry  assistants  for 
our  group  sales  department,  and  lead- 
ers for  Young  Sprouts  classes  that  will 
be  held  in  fall. 

If  you  think  you  might  be  a  good 
match  for  any  of  these  volunteer 
needs,  contact  Campbell  at  (252)  514- 
495 1  or  by  email  at  fcampbell@tryon- 
palace.org  to  find  out  more.  ♦ 


Back  in  Business 

Continued  from  Page  5 


Palace.  "Fran  asked  me  if  I'd  be  willing 
to  volunteer,  and  so  here  I  am,"  he 
says.  "1  think  it's  an  opportunity  to 
learn  more  about  New  Bern  —  I've 
been  a  little  negligent  about  that  — 
and  1  think  this  will  give  me  that 
opportunity." 


What  we're  missing  now  is  financial 
support,"  Campbell  says.  "We  do 
need  some  financial  support  for  the 
doings  that  we  would  like  to  see  happen 
here.  We  realize  that  maybe  in  the 
future  the  state  will  have  some 
shillings  they  can  share,  but  until 
that  time  we  need  to  think  about 
ways  we  can  support  some  of  the  needs 
we  have.  For  example,  we  need  a  water 
fountain  here  that  in  the  summertime 
would  make  life  a  lot  easier." 

"We  would  like  to  do  things  in  the 
way  of  beautification  outside,  to  make 
this  a  place  where  school  kids  could 
come  to  eat  lunch  outside,"  Muth 
adds.  "We  need  some  shrubs  and  flow- 
ers. We  need  a  little  brochure  to  help 


Volunteer  Committee  Chairman  John  K.  Muth  and  Tryon  Palace  Volunteer  Coordinator 
Fran  Campbell  try  out  the  pupils'  benches  in  the  Acadeiny's  education  exhibition. 


publicize  the  fact  that  the  Academy  is 
open  again.  We  need  a  little  pedestal 
where  we  can  display  our  guest  book." 

Campbell  invites  anyone  who'd  like 
to  contribute  -  either  by  joining  the 
corps  of  volunteers  or  by  making  a 
tangible  gift  -  to  contact  her  by 
phone  at  (252)  514-4951  or  by  e-mail 
at  fcampbell@tryonpalace.org. 

Listen  to  someone  like  Muth  talk 
about  it,  and  it's  easy  to  see  just  how 


worthy  an  effort  it  is. 

"To  me  the  New  Bern  Academy  is 
what  brings  everything  together  in 
New  Bern.  We  have  the  Palace,  but 
that's  a  certain  period  in  our  history, 
and  the  historic  houses  are  from  a  dif- 
ferent period,  but  the  Academy  is 
what  brings  you  not  only  from  that 
period  but  right  up  through  the  Civil 
War  and  into  the  present. 

"And  it's  a  grand  old  building."    ♦ 
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Summer  Concert  Series  Blasts  Off  (With  a  Little  Help  from  the  Marines) 


Our  Wish  List 


Thanks  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Viktor 
Stehle,  our  wish  list  is  one  item 
shorter!   The  Stehles  have  donated  a 
videocassette  recorder  to  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends,  and  it  is 
already  being  put  to  good  use. 

But  here  are  a  few  other  items  that 
remain  on  our  wish  list.  If  you're 
interested  in  donating  any  of  these 
items  -  or  the  cash  that  will  permit  us 
to  buy  them  -  contact  Council  of 
Friends  Coordinator  Karen  O'Connell 
at  (252)  514-4933  or  by  email  at 
^  koconnell@tryonpalace.org. 


Letter-Folding  Machine:  When 
we  mail  information  to  our  entire 
membership,  it  can  involve  close  to 
1 ,000  pieces  of  mail.  If  you  have  been 
receiving  letters  in  the  mail  from  the 
Council  of  Friends  in  recent  weeks, 
you  will  realize  how  much  time  and 
manpower  we  could  save  by  using  a 
machine  that  would  allow  us  to  auto- 
mate the  folding  and  mailing  process. 

Books  for  the  Library:  Also  still 
on  our  wish  list  are  replacement 
books  for  those  that  suffered  water 
damage  when  the  Carraway  Research 
Library  flooded  last  year.  Titles  we're 
still  looking  to  replace  include: 


Herald  trumpeters  from  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  got  Tryon  Palace's 
South  Lawn  Concert  Series  2003  off  to 
a  spectacular  start  on  May  1 2  as  the 
2nd  Marine  Expeditionary  Force  Band 
performed  before  a  large  and  enthusias- 
tic crowd  on  an  idyllic  spring  evening. 
The  outdoor  concert  series  continued 
throughout  May  and  June  with  appear- 
ances by  the  Craven  Community 
Concert  Band,  the  North  Carolina 
Symphony,  the  East  Carolina 
University  Jazz  Ensemble  and  the 
440th  Army  National  Guard  Band 
rounding  out  the  lineup.  ♦ 

Ackermann's  Regency  Furniture  & 
Interiors  by  Rudolph  Ackermann. 

American  Silver  of  the  :}(VU  &  'XVIII 
Centuries  by  Alphonso  T.  Clearwater. 

Dictionary  of  English  Furniture 
Makers,  1600-1840,  by  Alphonso  T 
Clearwater. 

The  Life  and  Work  of  Thomas 
Chippendale,  Vol.  1 ,  by  Christ  Gilbert. 

Davenport:  China,  Earthenujare , 
Glass  by  Terence  Lockett. 

Worcester  Porcelain ,  1751-1 790,  by 
Simon  Spero. 

Creamu/are  and  Other  English  Pottery 
at  Temple  Newsam  House 
(Manningham  Press,  c.  1976).  ♦ 


Drumming  Up  Business 

Keith  McClease,  a  member  of  the  troupe 
that  leads  the  African  American 
Jonkonnu  celebration  each  holiday  season  at 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens, 
enlists  help  in  playing  his  "gumba  box"  drum 
from  a  visitor  to  North  Carolina's  Tourism 
Day  event  May  1 3  in  Raleigh.  The  event 
showcases  North  Carolina's  travel  industry 
and  tourist  attractions  to  the  state  govern- 
ment, legislators,  North  Carolina  residents, 
and  the  media.  More  than  100  members  of 
the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly  joined 
Gov.  Easley  and  some  3,000  others  for  the 
Tourism  Day  activities  this  year.  ♦ 
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Council  of  Friends  Members  Visit  the  Old  Hapsburg  World 


The  magnificent  city  of  Prague  was 
the  destination  when  members  of 
the  Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends 
began  their  most  recent  European  trip 
on  April  10.  Prague  is  such  a  feast  for 
those  people  who  love  history  and 
architecture.  Arriving  the  morning  of 


city,  the  Parliament,  Heroes  Square 
and  Fine  Arts  Museum  were  all  high- 
lights, as  well  as  an  excursion  to  the 
artists'  village  of  Szentendre. 

After  Budapest,  we  were  off  to 
Vienna  for  three  glorious  days,  includ- 
ing Easter.  Schoenbrun  Palace,  St. 


Intrepid  members  of  the  Council  of  Friends  European  travel  group  take  time  out  from  their 
busy  tour  schedule  for  a  group  photo  in  front  of  the  Esterhazy  Palace  in  Eisenstadt,  Austria. 


April  11,  the  group  found  a  light  blan- 
ket of  snow  that  added  to  the  beauty 
of  this  special  place.  By  afternoon, 
however,  the  weather  had  become 
sunny  and  remained  wonderful  for  the 
remainder  of  the  two-week  journey. 

Prague  Castle,  St.  Vitus  Cathedral, 
the  Jewish  Cemetery,  the  Charles 
Bridge,  Old  Town  Square,  a  baroque 
concert  and  St.  Nicholas  Basilica  were 
among  the  most  special  visits  in  this 
first  city  of  the  trip. 

Leaving  Prague,  the  group  motored 
to  Cesky  Krumlov  in  Bohemia.  The 
wonderful  Renaissance  houses  and 
remarkable  castle  make  this  river  town 
a  wonderful  visit.  From  Prague  we 
traveled  to  Eisenstadt  in  Austria,  with 
its  Haydnsaal  in  the  Esterhazy  Palace, 
then  on  to  Budapest.  In  this  wonderful 


Stephen's  Cathedral  and  the  Hofburg 
were  wonderful  visits.  Of  course,  the 
real  highlight  was  Easter  Sunday  with 
Mass  in  the  Hofburg  Chapel,  sung  by 
the  Vienna  Boys  Choir  accompanied 
by  the  State  Opera  Orchestra,  fol- 
lowed by  a  stellar  performance  of  the 
Spanish  Riding  School  at  the  imperial 
riding  hall.  That  evening  brought  a 
performance  of  Mozart's  Magic  Flute  at 
the  State  Opera,  followed  by  the  tradi- 
tional Sacher  Torte. 

On  Easter  Monday  we  left  for 
Salzburg,  a  beautiful  drive  to  the  Alps. 
Our  hotel  there,  the  Schloss  Fuschl,  is 
the  old  hunting  lodge  of  the  prince 
archbishop  of  Salzburg,  a  magnificent 
lakeside  setting.  The  medieval  streets 
and  beautiful  architecture  of  Mozart's 
town  were  a  fitting  setting  for  our  last 


day  before  returning  home. 

—  Nelson  McDaniel 


HERITAGE  PLANT  SALE  PREVIEW 

One  of  the  benefits  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends  is  the  opportunity 
to  preview  and  purchase  at  the  annual 
Heritage  Plant  Sale  before  the  sale 
opens  to  the  general  public.   Sales  on 
Apr.  3,  the  "Friends  Preview"  evening, 
broke  records  this  year,  and  we  thank 
all  who  made  that  possible.  Proceeds 
from  the  Heritage  Plant  Sale  are  used 
for  support  of  the  gardens  at  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens.  Our 
thanks  go  to  those  who  shopped  on 
the  regular  days  of  the  sale  as  well. 

♦ 

GASTON  HOUSE  UPDATE 

As  of  Apr.  1 ,  another  Council  of 
Friends'  property,  the  Judge 
Gaston  House  on  Craven  Street,  is 
again  fully  occupied.   The  Craven 
County  Commissioners  have  rented 
the  first  floor  to  provide  office  space 
for  Judges  Ken  Crow  and  Ben  Alford, 
and  there  is  also  a  tenant  leasing  the 
second  floor  apartment.  For  several 
years  now  the  Council  of  Friends 
Christmas  party  has  been  held  in  the 
Gaston  House,  so  we  will  be  looking 
for  a  new  party  location  this  year.  ♦ 


Oops,  We  Goofed 

In  the  Spring  issue  of  The  Palace, 
the  following  name  was  inadver- 
tently left  off  the  annual  list  of 
people  who  supported  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends  during 
2002.  We  apologize  for  the  over- 
sight. The  Council  of  Friends 
extends  its  gratitude  to  these 
additional  donors: 

$500  to  $999 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Clarke 
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The  Try  on  Palace  Council  of  Friends 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  S.  Coe  Jr., 

Teresa  Elshaug,  Merritt 

welcomes  the  following  new  members  who 

Charlotte 

L.  Mae  Kaseman,  New  Bern 

have  joined  since  Feb.  15,  2003: 

Anne  Prince  Cuddy,  Chapel  Hill 

Joyce  Kaimnacher,  New  Bern 

Georgea  Culpepper,  New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  MacKenzie,  Beaufort 

SuSTAINER 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  DiMartino  Sr., 

Maureen  Mclnemey,  Havelock 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Hines,  Beaufort 

New  Bern 

Joyce  H.  McMullin,  Havelock 

Rae  C.  Weaver,  Raleigh 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Mesaros, 

Supporter 

New  Bern 

Brass  Pineapple  Bed  &  Breakfast, 

Family  Associate 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  K.  Muth,  New  Bern 

New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Barringer  11, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Myers, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Alderson, 

Rocky  Mount 

New  Bern 

New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Green,  Davis 

Inge  D.  Parker,  New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  A.  Leoni, 

John  F.  Smith,  New  Bern 

New  Bern 

Associate 

The  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  A.  Stube, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Auer,  New  Bern 

New  Bern 

Backer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred  Chagnon, 

David  A.  Sutherland,  Luray 

Mrs.  Joseph  Berry,  Greensboro 

New  Bern 

Karen  Van  der  Biezin,  Havelock 

Lobbying  for  the  Palace 


Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends  President  David  L.  Wardjr.,  left,  speaks  to  members  of  North  Carolina's  General  Assembly 
at  a  legislative  breakfast  in  April  at  the  Legislative  Cafeteria  in  Raleigh.  The  breakfast,  hosted  by  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  with  generous  underwriting  support  from  PepsiCo,  attracted  more  than  60  state  lawmakers,  who  heard  updates  on  Tryon 
Palaces  plans  for  construction  of  the  new  North  Carolina  History  Education  Center.  The  event  commemorated  the  226th 
anniversary  of  the  General  Assembly's  first  meeting  at  the  Palace  in  New  Bern  in  April  1777.  Attendees  included  State  Sen. 
President  Pro  Tempore  Marc  Basnight,  D-Manteo,  who  chats  here  with  George  SiuhJiith  of  Pepsi  Bottling  Ventures. 
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ouvenirs  for  a  Southern  Summer 
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autical  niceties 
abound  in  our 
Museum  Shop  thirsummer. 
Reproductions  of  great  toys,  writing 
instruments,  tools  and  trinkets  inspire 
us  to  look  hack  to  New  Bern's 
shiphuilding  past.   The  halance  toy 
shown  is  $70  and  the  glass  prisms 
are  $12  to  $25. 


aispired  hy  our  Palace 
gates  and  garden  dec- 
oration, these  classic  iron  scroll  pieces 
can  showcase  your  garden  this  summer 
Gates,  stepping  stones,  hose  holders, 
plant  stands  and  wall  decorations  are 
in  stock,  all  of  which  make  perfect 
reminders  of  the  gracious  South.  This 
gate  is  $70,  while  smaller  pieces  range 
from  $  1 0  to 


o  chair  can  be 
comfortable  until 
it  has  a  great  pillowT  Wonderful  and 
bright  seasonal  pillows  and  other 
needlepoint  items  like  eyeglass  cases, 
rugs,  and  bags  can  add  stylish  touch  to 
your  home.   These  hand-crafted  pil- 
lows make  a  great  housewarming  gift 
with  prices  starting  at  under  $20. 
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